Simplicity of Joy

It was time for them to have
an experience that would [ift
them from the doldrums ... it
was time for one luminous
moment, They enjoyed the
experience, whatever it was.
“Lord, it is good for us to be
here,” said Peter. He even
offered to erect some kind of
monument so that they
could stay there. However, he would soon be dragged
beyond his initial enthusiasm. It is significant that Jesus
told them not to talk about it. Some things, he seems to say,
cannot be understood by the busy mind.

What Category?

Even in the face of less mysterious things, our mental
categories are limited and pr0V131ona1 How hard it is
sometimes to describe some event in one’s own life. “Did
it really happen, or did I only imagine it, or was it
something I remember dimly from childhood, or saw on
television, or heard my parents talk about...?” In real life,
fact and symbol and inner experience all come together.
How could anyone know what category to put the
Transfiguration in?

Don’t Even Think

Many people speak to having spiritual experiences of
some kind. There is nothing exceptional about this. It
stands to reason that there are moments when your mind
is clearer, quieter, more receptive. The temptation is to
grab these experiences greedily, to consider yourself
‘enlightened’, and to begin to see yourself as different.

The best advice is the same as the advice to those
disciples: don’t talk about it, don’t even think about it.
Talking and thinking will make ‘a thing’ out of it. Let it
do its work, simply, silently. This is how the ngdom of
God comes about, as Jesus said on many occasions. Read
a few of the parables of the Kingdom:

s The Sower (Mt 13:3-23; Mk 4:1-20; Lk 8:5-15),

¢ The Mustard Seed (Mt 13:31-32),

s The Leaven (Mt 13:33),

e The Hidden Treasure (Mt 13:44),

= The Pearl (Mt 13:45-46).

Summary

In the Old Testament, a
cloud was frequently
looked upon as an
image of God’s glorious
presence.

The Transfiguration is
like a preview of the
Resurrection,

Question

How does the Kingdom
of God come about?
Prayer

Lord, give me the grace
to see your presence in
the world around me.
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The Trmzsftgumtwn of
Christ is recorded in
each of the first three
Gospels (Matthew 17,
Mark 9, Luke 9). The
fourth does not recount
the story at all, but John
1:14 could possibly be a
reference to it:

"We have seen his
glory, the glory as of a
father's only son, full of
grace and truth.” (John
1:14)

And St Peter wrote,

“We were eyewitnesses
of his majesty. For he
received honour and
glory from God the
Father when that voice
was conveyed to him by
the Majestic Glory,
saying, "This is my Son,
my Beloved, with whom
I am well pleased.” We
ourselves heard this
voice come from heaven,
while we were with him
on the holy mountain.”
(2 Pt 1:16-18)
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How are we to understand this account of the

Transfiguration today?

. As an historical event?

. As a symbolic story?

» Or as a spiritual experience?

In Mark’s account of it, Peter “didn’t know what to say.”
If those disciples were at a loss, what kind of clarity can
we get today? The scholars tell us to look at its context.
The voice from heaven was heard once before, at Jesus’
baptism in the Jordan. In both cases a cloud
overshadowed him. In the Old Testament, a cloud was
frequently looked upon as an image of God's glorious
presence (for example, in Exodus 19:9; Leviticus 16:2; etc.).

The scene of the Transfiguration is like a backward
glance to the beginning of Jesus’ public life. It is also a
glance to the future: it is like a moment’s preview of the
Resurrection. The beginning and the end of the story are
brought together in one luminous moment.

The Disciples’ View

But again, how are we to understand it? Let’s see first what
the disciples made of it.

In all three gospels it comes just after Jesus’ first predictioin
of his suffering and death. Such talk must have seemed
incom-prehensible to them ... their minds turned instead on
fame and success. To make matters worse, Jesus hinted that
as followers of his, they would suffer a similar fate. This
must have added terror to incomprehension.
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